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2019-20 Awards Presentation Ceremony
Speech (Excerpt) by Chairman of the Hong Kong Brand Development Council
Dr Edward K M Chan, MH,

Today’s event boasts the largest-scale ever in the history of the Brand Awards
(the Award); and it indeed is a “double happiness” occasion in honour of both 2019
and 2020 winners, as the presentation ceremony for them had been repeatedly
postponed due to the lingering COVID-19 pandemic. This Ceremony, nevertheless,
comes at a time when Hong Kong is walking out of the darkness of the epidemic and
making an all-out effort to rekindle the economy, making it even more meaningful
and heart-stirring.

The Brand Awards co-organised by the Hong Kong Brand Development Council
(the BDC) and the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong (the CMA)
was founded in 1999. Over two decades, the Award has moved with the times,
witnessed the ups and downs of the economy, and gone through thick and thin
together with Hong Kong brands. Having said that, both the 2019 and 2020 Awards
are very special ones for the Organisers and participating enterprises alike. In year
2019, Hong Kong was reeling from the double whammy of social unrest and
US-China trade tension; and the pandemic ravaging the world since last year has
caused unprecedented repercussions on the global economy including Hong Kong.

At a difficult time fraught with uncertainties, the Brand Awards had to tackle
many challenges in the organising process. Fortunately, the judging work was on
schedule thanks to the concerted efforts of the judging committees and participating
companies; and the entry brands managed to maintain a high level of performance,
culminating in about 40 winners selected for the 2019 and 2020 Awards respectively.

Among them, there are household names that have rooted firmly here for
decades and grown up together with several generations of Hong Kong people,
alongside with next-generation labels that have burst on the scene by dint of
cutting-edge technology and thrilling innovations. And there are industrial pioneers
having risen to fame in local and overseas markets, as well as trailblazers that have
taken the lead to explore the opportunities of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area Development and Belt & Road Initiative. The winners have showcased the
latest development of our industries and signified the highest standard of Hong
Kong’s brand-building.

Today’s Presentation Ceremony also marked a significant milestone in the
development of Brand Awards, as a brand-new category named “Hong Kong
Distinguished Brand Leader Award” (the Brand Leader Award) is to be presented in a
moment. Being the most honorific title thus far, the Brand Leader Award is conferred
to a Hong Kong entrepreneur every year, in recognition of the remarkable success in
branding and significant contributions towards the development of Hong Kong brands.
The introduction of this award implies that Brand Awards has extended to a new
scope and to a higher level, while making a precedent locally for commending brand
leadership. The Brand Leader Award, by identifying and promoting individual
paragons, will provide inspiration and encouragement to local brand operators, adding
further impetus to the flourishing of Hong Kong brand culture.

On behalf of the Organisers, | would like to express our sincere gratitude to all
Government Department, organisations and individuals that have contributed
enormously to the 2019 and 2020 Brand Awards. Let us offer our heartfelt
congratulations to all winners.
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