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2019 and 2020 Brand Awards Presentation Ceremony —

Speech (Excerpt) by Financial Secretary
Government of Hong Kong Special Administration Region

The Honourable Paul Chan Mo-po, GBM, GBS, MH, JP,

Time flies, it has been more than twenty years since the Brand
Awards was first organised. Over these years, local companies
have been constantly striving for excellence, improving product
quality and service levels, and using excellent marketing strategies
to successfully create many outstanding “Hong Kong brands”.
Among the winners to be commended today, there are not only
household names but also many “new blood” brands. All of them
have passed rigorous screening, stood out from their peers and
been widely recognised by all sectors of our society. They surely
deserve their success and this top honour.

The COVID-19 pandemic ravaged the world, causing
unprecedented repercussions on all walks of life. The HKSAR
Government put forward more than HK$300 billion relief measures
under last year’s Financial Budget and the Anti-epidemic Fund;
and this year’s Budget has further announced counter-cyclical
measures worth over HK$120 billion, in order to support our
enterprises and relieve people’s burden.

Among the others, the Budget has proposed to launch an electronic
consumption vouchers programme, with a view to encouraging
local consumption to add momentum to the economic recovery,
and at the same time promoting the wider use of electronic
payment tools. | hope that friends from the business sectors will
roll out corresponding promotional activities to stimulate
consumer sentiment of the public and boost the atmosphere of our
market, such that consumption vouchers could bring about greater
economic benefits through the multiplier effect.

In order to support enterprises to develop diversified markets, the
Budget has decided to inject another HK$1.5 billion into the
Dedicated Fund on Branding, Upgrading and Domestic Sales and
substantially extend its geographical coverage. Meanwhile, the
Government has expanded the scope of SME Marketing Fund as of
April this year, so as to further facilitate enterprises to ultilise
online and offline channels to carry out promotions targeting
“local market” and to maintain Hong Kong’s leading position as a
prominent exhibition center.



| encourage all of you to make a good use of the resources
provided by the Government and further expand your business
through actively developing e-commerce, adopting innovative
technologies, and opening up new markets.

| am very grateful to the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Brand Development Council, for
their efforts in promoting the development of local brands over the
years, including organising the “Hong Kong Brand Festival”,
“Hong Kong - IN - Greater Bay Area” and other serial activities,
which have assisted Hong Kong companies in promoting their
products and brands in the Mainland market, paving the way for
long-term development

| also sincerely congratulate all the companies that have won the
awards today, and thank you for setting an example for the
industry. | believe that, through our concerted efforts, Hong Kong
should not fail to create more outstanding brands that gain fame
both at home and abroad. The Government will continue to
co-operate closely with the industry, let us work together to
advance the brand development in Hong Kong.

* The Financial Secretary delivered his speech in Chinese. The
above is the English translation prepared by the BDC.



